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Forest Park is one of St. Louis' most treasured resources.

Located in the heart of the city, it is the heart of our city.

Forest Park belongs to all St. Louisans.

Owned and operated by the City of St. Louis, Forest Park is one of 
105 city parks under the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Forestry.

Forest Park, o�cially opened to the public on June 24, 1876, is 
one of the largest urban parks in the United States. At 1,293 acres, 
it is approximately 500 acres larger than Central Park in New 
York.

In 1904, the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, �e St. Louis World’s 
Fair, drew more than 20 million visitors from around the world to 
Forest Park.

Today it attracts more than 12 million visitors a year. It is more 
than a scenic backdrop to our city. It is an active participant and 
catalyst in the St. Louis community. Monuments, historic 
buildings, wildlife, waterways and landscapes combine to form a 
unique cultural institution that is vitally important to the entire 
St. Louis region. �e park is recognized as an important gathering 
place where people of all ages, races and economic backgrounds 
can gather and mix in a positive way.

It is the home to the region's major cultural institutions—the Zoo, 
Art Museum, History Museum, Science Center and the Muny 
Opera. It also serves as a sports center for golf, tennis, baseball, 
bicycling, boating, �shing, handball, ice skating, roller blading, 
jogging, rugby and more.

Forest Park is equally signi�cant from a naturalistic perspective. 
In a city where 80% of the land has been developed for business, 
industry or residential uses, the park serves as a natural oasis for 
the city, an important source of green space, a respite for migrat-
ing birds, and an integrated ecosystem where humans and nature 
interact.

Forest Park is the soul of the city and its survival is essential to the 
future of the St. Louis region. �e park has undergone a $100 
million face-li� under the Forest Park Master Plan that restored 
the glory to the park in time for us to celebrate the 100th anniver-
sary of the 1904 World's Fair.

FOREST PARK 
A LEGACY OF PAST, PRESENT, & FUTURE 



THE ST. LOUIS ZOO
Considered one of the best zoos in the country, the St. Louis Zoo has more 
than 20,000 animals, its own railroad line, and scores of attractions, shows, 
shops and places to eat. Best of all, admission is completely free! Visitors love 
getting eye-to-eye with hippos, being splashed by penguins and sliding through 
an otter pool at the Children's Zoo. But the Zoo's not resting on its laurels. It's 
constantly improving its exhibits to offer new, up-close, fun and educational 
encounters with animals. Visit the Zoo soon to see what's new!

 Children's Zoo

The Children's Zoo is not to be confused with your typical petting zoo. 
Sure, there are plenty of friendly animals for kids to touch and see. But 
the Children's Zoo is more like a giant playground, and the animals are 
just there to play too. There's a see-through slide through an otter pool, 
and kangaroo's play right alongside an indoor playset. Of course, 
learning about animals is part of the fun, so volunteers and staff 
regularly bring out birds, snakes, frogs and other animals for up-close 
encounters and to answer questions. Admission is $4 per person, but 
kids under two get in free. The Children's Zoo is completely free the 
first hour the Zoo is open.

 Behind the Scenes Tours

If being inches away from a playful penguin or a massive hippo is still too 
far, the Zoo offers lots of ways to get even closer. Its Behind the Scenes 
Tours let visitors interact directly with animals and learn more about their 
care and habitats. Ten different tours are available, ranging from a chance to 
feed giraffes, create fun enrichment toys for monkeys, hold a ball python or 
go behind the scenes of the cheetah yards. Although tours cost either $25 or 
$50 per person (except the Sea Lion Encounter, which costs $65), they 
often prove to be the highlight of visitors' trips and are well worth the 
splurge. Tours require a minimum of two or four people and must be 
booked three weeks in advance.

 Animals Always Sculpture

When you drive to the Zoo from Hampton Avenue, the first thing you'll notice 
is a giant rust-colored steel sculpture that sits at the southeast corner of the 
Zoo. You may do a double take when you see just how big it is. The Animals 
Always sculpture features more than 60 animals peeking out from behind trees 
and bushes. Artist Albert Paley created the animals from 100 tons of steel, 
making it the largest sculpture at any public Zoo in the United States. It's not 
enough just to drive by; kids love to see how many animals they can find and 
name. To get an up close look, walk out the south entrance of the Zoo and up 
Wells Avenue.



THE ST. LOUIS SCIENCE CENTER
Forbes Traveler lists the St. Louis Science Center among its 25 Most Visited Museums in the country. The museum's success is its ability to make 
science fun for all ages. Preschoolers love learning about gravity, bugs and biology in the Discovery Room. For older kids there are animated 
dinosaurs and hundreds of fun experiments. And all ages are wowed watching movies on the 4-story, wrap-around screen of the OMNIMAX theater. 
There's also a bridge over Highway 40, where glass floor panels show the cars zooming below and radar guns display each car's speed. And of course 
there's the classic Planetarium, where you can gaze up at a simulated night sky, complete with 9,000 stars, but without interference from city lights.

The St. Louis Science Center has more than 700 exhibits spread out over several buildings. On the 
bottom level of the main building, you'll find life-sized, animated models of a T-Rex and Triceratops, a 
fossil lab and exhibits on ecology and the environment. There's also CenterStage, where visitors can 
watch free demonstrations and experiments about science.

The middle level of the main building has the primary ticket windows, Explore Store, Kaldi Cafe and 
the entrance to special exhibits. The upper level of the main building has the Discovery Room, 
Cyberville computer exhibits, OMNIMAX theater entrance and the bridge to the Planetarium.

The Planetarium is located just north of the main building across Highway 40. Take the elevated, 
covered bridge from the upper level of the main building to the Planetarium. On the way, you 
can learn about bridge construction, use radar guns to find speeders on the highway and practice 
your skills as an airplane pilot.
Then, make your way into the Planetarium for an adventure in space. There's the StarBay with 
exhibits on what it's like to live and work at the International Space Station. Or, learn about stars 
and see the night sky like never before at The Planetarium Show.



THE MUNY
Few St. Louis traditions have deeper roots than summer nights at the Muny. The nation's oldest outdoor theater 
has been a favorite of locals since 1917. Every year, the Muny produces seven Broadway-quality musicals, ranging 
from classics like Oklahoma to newer shows like High School Musical. The productions are always high-end (Miss 
Saigon had a helicopter flyover) and most shows have big dance numbers and often big name actors. Plus, the 
back 1,500 seats are always free on a first-come, first-served basis. But it's the setting that makes the Muny so 
unique. With the sounds of Forest Park all around, a starry-sky overhead and two giant oaks growing right up 
through the stage, it's an ideal way to wile away a summer night.

For those preferring to buy at ticket, prices start at $12 for the back terrace and go up to 
$75 for box seats. Season ticket packages are also available. The Muny is located in the 
heart of Forest Park along Grand Drive. There is free parking, but the lots fill up quickly. 
If you prefer you can skip the parking and take the Munylink Shuttle. The shuttle goes 
from the theater to the Forest Park-Debaliviere Metrolink Station. No matter how you get 
to the Muny, it’s a great way to spend a summer evening in St. Louis.

A Big Production:

The Muny prides itself on presenting popular shows in ways you’ve never seen before. The productions are 
big, but we’re not just talking about elaborate sets and costumes. You’ll see a real helicopter fly over the stage 
during the evacuation scene from Miss Saigon, or an authentic street car rolling by in Meet Me in St. Louis. 
The Muny’s large stage and outdoor setting are perfect for bringing such realistic elements to the shows.



EMERSON GRAND BASIN
In 1904, when Forest Park hosted the World's Fair, the Grand Basin was the fair's heart and 
soul. Today, after getting its share of a $94 million renovation, the basin is once again the 
park's shining jewel. The restored basin is lined with classical promenades and eight fountains 
that propel water 30 feet high. No wonder it's the top spot in St. Louis for wedding pictures, 
picnics and paddleboats from the nearby Boathouse. The area's also popular at night, when 
the lit fountains and shining Art Museum draw crowds to sit on the steps, sip wine and gaze 
out over the water. Regular patrols and the area's popularity keep it safe, although common-
sense is still essential when spending time inside the park at night.

An area of tremendous historic significance, the Grand Basin was the central 
gathering place for the 1904 World’s Fair, and during the time of the fair 
was surrounded by temporary palaces and cascading waterfalls. After the 
fair, the Basin was allowed to deteriorate and was eventually incorporated 
into the golf course. As part of the Forest Park master plan, golf was moved 
from this location and the entire Basin was restored and eight new fountains 
added.

Today the Grand Basin is the No. 1 site in St. Louis for wedding and prom 
photos. Art Hill is a natural amphitheatre for community events and even 
kite flying. Sledding is permitted on Art Hill during snowy weather, unless 
restrictions are posted.



THE BOAT HOUSE
Years ago, Forest Park's boathouse was a place to rent boats first and a place to eat second. Now, after a 
major renovation, "the Boathouse" is a dining destination in its own right. Sure, boat rentals are more 
popular than ever, but now they seem to exist to round off the restaurant's idyllic atmosphere. Both the 
Boathouse's large patio and neighboring beer garden sit right on Post Dispatch Lake. Lunch and dinner are 
served daily, there's a popular brunch on Sundays and bands entertain the beer garden on Friday and 
Saturday evenings (weather permitting). And, during colder months, a large fireplace and boating decor 
keep the restaurant popular among locals.

This casual restaurant, bar, and boat rental facility, located in the heart of Forest Park on Post-Dispatch 
Lake, is like no other place in St. Louis. The Boathouse has undergone major renovations thanks to a 
gift from the Jack Taylor family.

In the warm weather enjoy leisurely boat rides, lakeside patio dining, cold drinks, live music, and 
beautiful sunsets. In the cold weather enjoy indoor dining for lunch, dinner, and Sunday brunch...or 
just come and enjoy a glass of wine or a hot chocolate while relaxing around the large stone wood-
burning fireplace.

The Boathouse has it all...year-round, so use the links to the right to explore the Boathouse.



THE GREAT FOREST PARK 
BALLOON RACE



The Great Forest Park Balloon Race was 
founded by renowned balloonists Nikki 
Caplan and John O'Toole in 1973, and taken 
over by four, young, enthusiastic balloonists: 
John Marlow, John Schaumburg, Dan 
Schettler and Ted Staley in 1977. What started 
with four newly certified balloonists and a 
whimsical group dubbed the Mississippi River 
Balloon Transit Company, today hails as the 
organization of the most well-attended, 
single-day balloon race in the country. 

"When we started 40 years ago, only one of 
us had ever seen a hot-air balloon,"says 
Marlow, the group's president and president 
of the Great Forest Park Balloon Race, Inc. 
"We didn't know we needed a license or 
insurance. We bought an old, used balloon 
much worse than buying an old, used car, and 
thought we'd just jump in and fly away." 

And fly away they did. Not only do the "fab 
four" continue to coordinate, organize and 
run this colossal event, but three of the four 
boast at least one Great Forest Park Balloon 
Race victory. "John Schaumburg missed 
winning by just two feet in 1983," reminisces 
Schettler. "And we never let him forget it," 
Staley adds. 

The race, celebrating its 40th anniversary this 
year, is unique in that it originates from the 
middle of a major city, St. Louis. Attendance 
is free to more than 130,000 spectators who 
come out to watch 70 world-class balloon 
pilots compete in a race that is almost as 
exciting from the ground as it is in the air. 

Induction into the Library of Congress
The Great Forest Park Balloon Race was 
inducted into the permanent collection of the 
Library of Congress on May 23, 2000. This 
induction was part of the celebration of the 
bicentennial of our nation's library.

The Great Forest Park Balloon Race was 
honored as a Local Legacy -- a local event that 
has grown to be of great significance in the 
community. The honor came by selection of 
Congressman Richard Gephardt who chose 
The Great Forest Park Balloon Race to 
represent St. Louis and the state of Missouri.

Now the race will be immortalized, complete 
with photos, programs, posters, videos, pins, 
and pilot gifts, that will be in the library and 
digitalized for posterity. 



PATHS & TRAILS
Forest Park is a city oasis for joggers, hikers and folks on bicycles, 
skates and roller blades. A six-mile trail encircles the park, and the 
Missouri Department of Conservation maintains hiking trails 
throughout Kennedy Forest. The six-mile loop is actually a dual 
trail, offering an asphalt path designed with bicyclists and skaters 
in mind. Running parallel to it is a gravel path designed for joggers 
and walkers. The main loop weaves past lakes, streams, and 
savannas, as well as past most of the park's cultural institutions, 
giving joggers and bicyclists plenty of scenery to keep their 
work-out interesting. For those that just want to explore the park's 
history, check out the free self-guided audio tours available at the 
Visitor Center.

Forest Park is a haven for active recreation. 
Whether it’s the dual path system that 
circles the park or the many hiking paths in 
the Park’s interior, there’s a perfect place 
for exercise enthusiasts to get a great 
workout.

DUAL PATH SYSTEM
The original bike path in Forest Park 
opened in 1898 for “all persons riding 
horses, bicycles, and tricycles.” Today, the 
number of joggers, walkers, bikers, and 
skaters in the park is at an all-time high.

The master plan proposed a 5.6-mile dual 
path system with parallel hard and soft 
surface paths in most areas. The soft surface 
is meant to accommodate walkers, joggers, 
and others traveling at a slower velocity. 
Biking and skating take place on the hard 
surface. The dual path more than doubled 
the path capacity and also made the paths 
safer by splitting the traffic, separating 
wheels from heels.

The hard path is made of asphalt. The soft 
surface path is limestone chip. Maintenance 
requirements and durability were major 
considerations taken into account in 
choosing the materials. It was also 
important that the materials were known to 
be good athletic surfaces.

Both paths are 10 feet wide for a total 
surface width of 20 feet. For this reason, 
the way they are divided is dictated by 
location in the park. 

For instance, at road crossings and other narrow areas the paths are side by 
side. In other cases, they are divided by trees and other landscaping, 
depending on the surroundings.

WALKING TOURS OF FOREST PARK
Volunteer and self-guided audio walking tours of Forest Park are now 
available.



THE SAINT LOUIS ART MUSEUM
For serious art fans, the St. Louis Art Museum has more than 30,000 works of art, including pieces by Monet, Van Gogh, 
Matisse and Picasso. Galleries and exhibits range from ancient artifacts to 20th century modern art (and nearly everything 
in-between). For less serious art fans, the museum's just a relaxing place to spend a few hours. Maybe it's the museum's 
location inside Forest Park, or that it gazes down at paddleboats in the Grand Basin, but the museum never feels stuffy or 
sleepy. The energy level is kept high with visiting masterpieces and exhibits featuring storied treasures from around the world. 
At the same time, kid-oriented events and activities keep the museum fun for families. Admission to the museum is free.

The Art Museum is filled with world-class works of art from around the globe. 
There are more than 30,000 works in the museum's permanent collection. 
That includes works by masters like Monet, Van Gogh, Matisse and Picasso. The 
museum is also home to a well-known collection of 20th century German art, 
including the world's largest collection of paintings by Max Beckmann.

As a general guide, the European masters are located in the museum's main 
level, along with any special exhibits. Most of the modern and contemporary 
works are in the upper level. The lower level contains African and Egyptian art.

n addition to the exhibits and galleries, the Art Museum is a good place to find free, family-friendly events and actitivies 
throughout the year. Each Sunday afternoon, the musuem hosts Family Sundays from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m, in the Sculpture Hall on 
the main level. The event includes hands-on art activities for kids and a family tour of the museum at 2:30 p.m. There are 
different themes for Family Sundays based on the exhibits currently on display at the museum.
For a more adult-oriented event, the museum hosts an Outdoor Film Series on Friday nights in July. The movies are shown on a 
large screen on Art Hill. The event begins at 7 p.m., with music and local food trucks. The movies start at 9 p.m.

Another free event to check out is Art After 5, which is held on the fourth Friday of the month. The concerts (featuring local 
artists) begin at 7 p.m. Admission is free, but tickets are required. Visitors can pick up free tickets at the Information Desk on 
the main level. There is a limit of four tickets per person.



THE JEWEL BOX
The Jewel Box is much more than an ordinary greenhouse. Its 50 foot tall 
glass walls and art deco design wowed the 1930's architectural community. 
Today the structure's just one of two in Forest Park listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Inside you'll find a virtual Garden of Eden. 
Hundreds of flowers and exotic plants surround a central fountain. Seasonal 
flower and plant shows mean there's always something new blooming. The 
grounds outside the Jewel Box are also worth exploring. In warm months, 
visitors can stroll among rose gardens and lily ponds. In colder months, a walk 
through the statuary garden, which includes a statue of St. Francis of Assisi 
and a memorial to veterans of the Korean War, can be very peaceful.

What You'll See:

The Jewel Box is filled with 
hundreds of plants and flowers year 
round. There is a large fountain in 
the middle of the greenhouse with 
flowers spreading out in all 
directions. There are also seasonal 
displays throughout the year, 
including Easter lilies in the spring 
and pointsettias at Christmas time.
The grounds outside the Jewel Box 
are also worth exploring. In warm 
months, you can stroll through rose 
gardens and lily ponds. In colder 
months, visit the statuary garden 
with its a statue of St. Francis of 
Assisi and a memorial to veterans of 
the Korean War.

Wedding Ceremonies:

The Jewel Box is one of the most 
popular places to get married in St. 
Louis. Recent renovations have 
improved the site even more. There 
is catering room, a large bride’s 
room and new restrooms for 
weddings and other private events. 
The floral displays can be moved and 
changed as needed. 

Like many of the top attractions in 
St. Louis, the Jewel Box depends on 
volunteers to help keep the 
greenhouse up and running. The 
Flora Conservancy of Forest Park is 
a not-for-profit organization that 
works to maintain the plants and 
floral displays at the Jewel Box and 
throughout the park. Volunteers 
help plant flowers on Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m., at various locations in 
the park.



SLEDDING ON ART HILL

When the snow falls in St. Louis, you'll find hundreds of kids and parents dragging their sleds and 
toboggans to Art Hill in Forest Park. The long wide hill stretching from the Art Museum to the Grand 
Basin is considered by many to be the best sledding hill in St. Louis. Or at least the most famous.

Courtesy of the St. Louis Parks Department, a safety barrier of hay bales is placed at the bottom of the 
hill. The hay bales are especially important because of the pond, which may or may not be completely 
frozen, at the bottom of Art Hill.

Visitors to the hill can park in the nearby museum lot, or on the street. 

The parks department also maintains two large bonfires, well stocked with wood, at the top of the hill 
to keep sledders and on lookers warm.  



THE COURSES AT FOREST PARK



Golf has been played in Forest Park since 1897.  
Built after the 1904 World's Fair, the original 27 
Hole Course was designed & constructed in phases 
by Scotsman Robert Foulis. Foulis started out as an 
assistant to Tom Morris at the Old Course at St. 
Andrews. The original "flat or Eisenhower Nine" 
opened in 1912. A second nine was completed the 
following year and the third nine was finished in 
1915. The original setup was intended for the "flat 
nine" to be the beginning nine and then as players 
skills advanced they would 'graduate' to the main 
18-hole course. The Courses at Forest Park have 
played host to numerous events over the last nine 
decades, including the 1929 National Public Links 
Championship. 
 
In the fall of 2001, The Forest Park Golf Course 
underwent a complete re-design and was renamed 
the Norman K Probstein Golf Courses and Youth 
Learning center in Forest Park.  In addition, a new 
clubhouse was built providing the ideal space both 
public and private events. Hale Irwin's design firm 
was hired to renovate the courses.
 
Their principal architect, Stan Gentry, took the 
task of re-working Robert Foulis' work with a keen 
eye on incorporating the look and feel of the 
original course. This work can be seen in the 
revival-style architecture of the bunkers, the shape 
& contours of the greens, and the roll-off and 
chipping areas of the course.
 
The final re-design was finished in 2003-2004.  The 
Probstein Courses offer a true St. Louis golf 
experience for golfers of all skill and ability levels.

Amenities
Champions Room: an ideal setting for large groups 
with two 60-inch plasma televisions and built-in 
dance floor. The champions room can seat up to 
250 guests.
 
Meeting Room/Golf School Room: secluded from 
the main room, the golf school room provides an 
ideal setting for a business meeting or small 
groups. The golf school room can seat up to 50 
guests.
 
In-House Catering Service: provided by Three 
Leaves Catering, perfect for all of your tourna-
ment, wedding or private events needs. 

Ruthie's Bar & Grill: a full bar and grill with food 
created by our in-house executive chef. 

Tournament Pavilion: our covered tournament 
pavilion provides an outdoor setting for private 
events or weddings.  

The Golf Shop: offers a full range of golf equip-
ment and merchandise for all of your personal and 
group needs.  Our "Best Price Guarantee" ensures 
that you receive competitive pricing on all balls, 
gloves and shoes in our proshop. 



THE COURSES AT FOREST PARK CLUB HOUSE 



DWIGHT DAVIS 
TENNIS CENTER

Dwight Davis Tennis Center is a state of the 
art facility with 18 lighted tennis courts and a 
Stadium Court that seats 1,700 spectators. If 
you are a tennis enthusiast or just thinking 
about learning the game, DDTC has a 
program for you! There are programs for 
beginners to advanced players of all ages. 
There are also many opportunities for pass 
holders to play challenge matches and 
participate in special events. DDTC has all the 
amenities of a club; however it is completely 
open to the public!
The mission developed by Dwight F. Davis 
remains today:
To foster and encourage municipal, district, 
state and national tennis tournaments in the 
City of St. Louis and to stimulate interest in 
the sport and to encourage and educate the 
youth of St. Louis in sportsmanship as 
exemplified in tennis.
�
Dwight Davis Tennis Center is named after 
Dwight F. Davis, a native St. Louisan and the 
donor of the famed Davis Cup. Born in 1879, 
he spent his life working for and with people 
to make tennis in public parks available to all. 
As Director of Parks in St. Louis, he removed 
"Keep Off the Grass" signs that filled the citys 
parks. People were invited to enjoy their 
surroundings; he built the first free public 
tennis courts and organized the municipal 
leagues in order to make their play more 
enjoyable.
Dwight F. Davis put life into public park 
tennis and the entire public parks and 
recreation system. As long ago as 1913, 
Dwight F. Davis held a public parks tennis 
tournament in which 200 St. Louisans 
participated. That same year he wrote to other 
cities encouraging them to form municipal 
leagues so inter-city and national competition 
could be held. He was also co-founder of the 
Muny Athletic Association.
�
The stadium and other courts were made 
possible by the tremendous support of the 
local tennis community. In 1964 a not-for-
profit corporation was registered with the 
Missouri Secretary of States office. S.E. 
Freund, Harry G. Burrus, Harry Leuke and 
Thomas W. White formed this corporation, 
known as the Dwight F. Davis Memorial 
Tennis Center.



NATHAN FRANK BANDSTAND ON 
PAGODA LAKE



The island in the center of Pagoda Lake was 
the site of the Park’s first bandstand from 
1876, also called the music pagoda. The 
original pagoda was deemed unsafe and 
closed in 1911. It was damaged beyond 
repair by a storm, the wreckage burned and 
was torn down in 1912. It was replaced by 
the Nathan Frank Bandstand in 1925. 
Donated by Nathan Frank, the bandstand was 
designed by Heffensteller, Hirsch and 
Watson. Pagoda Circle was restored as part 
of the Forest Park master plan. The 
landscape, designed by the firm of Oehme 
van Sweden, was planted by volunteers from 
the Flora Conservancy.

The original Forest Park bandstand, or music 
pagoda, was a wooden structure that stood 
on an island in Pagoda Lake. It was built 
about the time the park was dedicated in 
1876. Mary J. Rankin donated statues 
representing the four seasons in 1886. 

The bandstand was renovated and was 
landscaped for the 1904 World's Fair. It was 
the site of concerts before and after the fair. 

The new bandstand cost about $50,000 and 
is of classic Renaissance design. It is made of 
white marble with bronze railings and 
ornaments. 

It was renovated in 1981 with $13,000 from 
the Central West End Charitable Trust, raised 
by the Central West End Association. 



FOREST PARK MOUNTED PATROL

In 1867 the Saint Louis Police Department saw the need to begin the first Police Mounted Patrol , 
and formed under the direction of Chief William Finn with the goal to prevent robberies on the 
outshirs of the city . Each Police District Police Station and sub station had a Police Horse Stable in 
the City of Saint Louis . 
In 1870 the first Mounted Patrol District was at Laclede and Manchester near the Wedge House Hotel 
.

During this period the city boundary extended only to Jefferson Avenue, 
but outside this boundary were many groups of highwaymen and bandits who would 
rob farmers and other merchants on their way to the city to sell goods . 
After robbing them, the thieves would hide the loot in the many caves that lined the area . 
Since the thieves restricted their activity to night time, 
the idea of having mounted officers patrol the outskirts of the city was an effort to combat these 
crimes .

The original unit consisted of 16 officers who patrolled throughout the city. The Unit grew quickly to 
52 horses, and in 1893 the Mounted Police moved to Forest Park where the Planetarium is currently 
located.

The horses and mounted patrol officers primarily patrol Forest Park but also are used for special 
events throughout the city.



Missouri has some good history claims-to-fame. There's the 1904 World's Fair, the Lewis and Clark expedition and Charles 
Lindbergh just for starters. The Missouri History Museum chronicles these and a host of other key events that shaped St. 
Louis over the centuries. But you don't have to be a local or a history buff to appreciate the museum. It has a way of making 
Missouri history relevant to natives and out-of-state visitors alike. For example, a past exhibit on St. Louis' role in the early 
auto industry was packed with more than a dozen rare and often unseen vintage automobiles.

THE MISSOURI HISTORY MUSEUM

Exhibits and Galleries:

Much of the focus of the Missouri History Museum is on the early history of St. Louis and 
Missouri. There's an ongoing exhibit about the 1904 World's Fair, and another about the changes 
St. Louis has seen over the last 200 years. Each year, the museum also brings in several short-
term exhibits that focus on a variety of topics from The Civil War to Native American treasures. 
Some of the special exhibits do have an admission fee.

Dine at Bixby's:

The museum's restaurant, Bixby's, has become a destination itself. Bixby's 
is known for its Sunday brunch, and for using locally sourced food like G 
& W sausages and Baetje Farm goat cheeses to create its menu. Bixby's is 
open for Monday through Saturday for lunch from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., and 
Sunday for brunch from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.



STEINBERG SKATING RINK
St. Louis winters can be cold and bleak. Luckily, generations of St. Louisans have had Steinberg Ice 
Skating Rink. With the woods of Forest Park on one side, and the Central West End "skyline" on 
the other, Steinberg's the romantic's top choice for winter dates, and a great place to take kids to 
ease cabin fever. However, Steinberg also has something to offer St. Louis summers. Each May, the 
rink's turned into two sand volleyball courts, with an outdoor cafe and bar to give spectators the 
perfect place to watch the action.

Steinberg Skating Rink is located at 400 Jefferson Drive in Forest Park. That's in the northeast 
corner of the park, near the intersection of Forest Park Parkway and Kingshighway. The rink is 
open for public skating every day from mid-November to the end of February. Regular hours are 
Sunday through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
midnight. Steinberg Rink is also open with extended holiday hours on Thanksgiving Day, Christ-
mas Day and New Year's Day.

For those who need a little help on the ice, Steinberg offers skating lessons for both children and adults. 
Lessons are held on Tuesday evenings and cost $5 per class. Children's lessons are at 6:30 p.m. Adult 
classes are at 7 p.m. For more information on registering for skating lessons, call (314) 361-0613.
Snowflake Cafe:

When you want to warm up or get a bite to eat, the Snowflake Cafe is a nice place to sit and relax. The 
cafe has a variety of snacks and casual meals. Popular options include pizza, burgers and chicken. There 
are also special meals for kids and wine and beer for adults. The cafe is open during regular skating 
hours.
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